
It is 30 years since our founder Ann McCarthy first 
opened our doors here on Ashe Street in Clonakilty 
way back in 1987 and we are delighted to be here 
serving you, our highly valued client, over a generation 
later.  You may have been here with us since Ann first 
started way back then or you may have only joined 
us very recently, either way, we want to thank you for 
being the most important part of our business for the 
last 30 years and we thought you might be interested 
in learning a little more about the stories behind it all.

McCarthy & Co. was founded by Ann McCarthy 
in Ashe Street in Clonakilty way back in 1987.  But 
the story doesn’t quite start there.  Ann came to law by 
an interesting route and had a rich and varied career 
before she did so.

Ann’s career started out in nursing.  She qualified 
as a nurse in the Mater Hospital in Dublin in 1964 
and spent many years working there, in the Coomb 
Hospital in Dublin and in London.  She had a 
very successful and enjoyable career in nursing and 
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THE McCARTHY + CO. FIRM FAMILY CELEBRATING 30 YEARS IN BUSINESS
Back L to R: Florrie McCarthy, Lauren O’Sullivan, Emma Walsh, Emer O’Regan, Cliodhna O’Regan, Deirdre O’Donovan, Blaise McCarthy
Seated L to R: Liam Crowley, Mags McCarthy, Flor McCarthy, Ann McCarthy (Founder), John McCarthy, Jerry McCarthy, Moira McCarthy, Anne Marie McSweeney; 
Front L to R: Ernie McCarthy, Mary McCarthy, Jude McCarthy, Aimee O’Donovan, Cian O’Donovan, Ciara O’Donovan;
Here we feature all of the current younger generation of extended McCarthy + Co. family:  Deirdre’s son and daughters, Aimee, Cian and Ciara, Anne Marie’s daughter 
Lauren, Mags and Flor’s sons and daughter, Florrie, Ernie, Blaise, Jude and Mary, and John and Moira’s son Jerry.
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Joe was the visionary who went into law and inspired Ann, Flor and John.  Here he is with his parents, 
Florence and Ellen, who weren’t exactly delighted about the idea at first but were clearly very proud of him 
by the time he received his parchment as a solicitor in this photo in 1969.

that background underpins the 
caring ethos that she brought to 
everything that she did in life, 
particularly here at McCarthy + 
Co.

>>>

While her nursing career 
was rewarding, the 60’s were an 
exciting time, Ann was young 
and ambitious and she wanted 
to see the world.  The big new 
exciting development of the time 
was air travel and Ann joined Aer 
Lingus as a member of their then 

newly-expanding 
transatlantic cabin 
crew, working 
between Dublin 
and many of the 
major US cities.

Joe wasn’t always destined to 
be a solicitor.  He grew up on a 
farm outside Clonakilty where 
McCarthys go back farther than 
anyone can remember.  And as the 
eldest son it was always assumed 
he’d keep farming right there, just 
like many eldest sons had done 
for many generations before him.  
And as a good, dutiful son he did 
so initially and spent many happy 
years farming on the family farm.  
Going off to college and becoming 
a solicitor was just not something 
someone like him did back then.  

But Joe felt he had something 
more to give and made what 
was quite an unpopular decision 
at home at the time, to give up 
farming and go off to Dublin to 
go to college and ultimately qualify 
as a solicitor.  While the decision 
was one that must have given his 
parents a major headache at the 
time it was one that they ultimately 
came to be very proud of, and to 
be honest the decision of their 
eldest to go off and do something 
completely different with his life 
shouldn’t have come as any surprise 
to them.

Because in turn, Joe’s father 
Florence had also been quite an 
innovator and entrepreneur all his 
life and he, quite apart from just 
being Flor and John’s grandfather, 
also plays an important part in the 
McCarthy + Co. business history.  

Florence started off life as a 

farmer on the family farm outside 
Clonakilty too.  But he was never 
content just with farming and was 
always experimenting with new 
and different business ideas.  He 
and his brother Jerry started off 
making jam in a loft above a cow 
shed.  They got on famously and 
were making what they considered 
to be a fortune until a health 
inspector turned up one day, saw 
them making jam in a big pot on 
a primus stove in an outhouse with 
livestock wandering about below 
and gave them 24 hours to shut the 
whole operation down.  Florence 
was always convinced it was one 
of the big jam companies that had 
sent them!  

Undeterred by business 
setbacks, the enterprising brothers 
later started collecting carrageen 
moss, which was an important 
food ingredient at the time, and 
exporting it to France.  Florence 
later added agricultural contracting 
to his business and he established 
a market gardening and nursery 
business on the farm which was an 
extremely innovative value-added 
activity on a farm in West Cork, 
decades before farmers were ever 
encouraged to think in such ways. 

But perhaps the most important 
entrepreneurial venture in the 
context of what was to become 
McCarthy + Co. started when 
the two brothers became very 
interested in the insurance business, 
which was then in its infancy.  This 
was something they both knew had 

Ann started her career as an operating theatre 
nurse in the Mater Hospital in Dublin. The lessons 
in hard work and patient care that she learned there 
remain at the core of our values in McCarthy + Co. 
to this day.

Ann was a pioneer in the 
early days of Aer Lingus’s 
transatlantic services and 
brought those standards 
in excellence in customer 
service to McCarthy + Co.

Around this time she met a 
young solicitor, Joe McCarthy and 
that is where the legal story has 
its beginning, almost.  In order to 
really tell the story properly we 
have to go back even a little further 
than this.  
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the potential to be big.  However, 
ultimately Florence decided that 
he was going to stay on the farm 
and Jerry went off to pursue the 
insurance business in earnest, 
but Florence always remained 
fascinated by business and decided 
to become an insurance broker.  He 
converted some of the outbuildings 
on the farm to offices (whatever 
about jam making, you couldn’t 
really have cows wandering around 

an insurance broker’s office) and he 
set up F.P. McCarthy Insurance, 
a business that was later to be 
taken over by a girl from the city 
who, unbeknown to Florence at 
the time, was later to become his 
daughter-in-law. 

And so, Joe, as a newly qualified 
young solicitor, met Ann, the 
glamorous and cosmopolitan 
young high flying air hostess.  They 
got married and moved back to 
Joe’s home town of Clonakilty.  In 
time, they had four children, two 
of whom, Flor and John, carry on 
McCarthy + Co today.  

As their family grew, Joe 
practised as a solicitor in Skibbereen 
and Ann became fascinated by the 
legal world, so much so that she 
became determined to study law 
too.  So, while raising four small 
children, Ann obtained a law 
degree and ultimately qualified as 
a solicitor.

But the McCarthy + Co. story 
doesn’t even quite start there yet.  
Because in the midst of all of that, 
there was always an entrepreneurial 
streak in Ann.  And while she 
was studying she spotted an 
opportunity for a little business 
which she opened in 10 Ashe 
Street in Clonakilty, a delicatessen 
and coffee shop, which was well 
ahead of its time for Ireland in the 
early 1980s.

The reason for the name 
McCarthy + Co. has a story 
behind it to.  Ann’s maiden name 
is Corkery and her father John 
came from Macroom.  Her mother 
Mary was Brady from Sligo.  
They were both primary school 
teachers and gave the great love of 
learning to all of their children and 
grandchildren.  When Ann was 
thinking of starting as a solicitor 
her mother had one very simple 
rule for her, if she was going into 
business, it was going to have to be 

Win a Super Cool iPad!  
EnTER OuR 30TH AnnivERSARy DRAW

To celebrate our 30 years in business, 
and more importantly, to thank you for the 
vital role that you have played in making our 
business better and stronger over the years, we 
are giving away a super new iPad in our 30th 
Anniversary Draw! 

Make sure you enter so that you’re in with 
a chance to win!

McCarthy + Co. is here to serve you after 
30 years for one simple reason: your support 
and the support that you have given us over 
the years in recommending us to your family 
and friends.  Your referrals are the highest 
compliment that you can give us and we 
value them enormously; in fact, our business 
depends on them.

But we realise that in the 30 years that we 
have been in business you may have referred 
others to us that we were simply unaware of 
and did not acknowledge or thank you for your 
generosity at the time.  And if that’s the case, 
we want to remedy that, right here, right now.

So, to say thank you to you for anyone you 
have referred to us over the last 30 years we are 
giving away an amazing new iPad as the prize 
in our 30th Anniversary Draw.

To be in with a chance of winning, all you have to do is complete the self-addressed post 
card enclosed with this issue: insert your name and the name of a person that you have referred 
to us and simply pop it in the post back to us.  It doesn’t need an envelope but we have included 
one anyway in case you’d prefer to keep your reply completely confidential.  Neither postcard 
nor envelope requires a stamp if posted in the Republic of Ireland.

The closing date for entries in our draw is 31st July 2017 and the winner will be drawn from 
all completed entries received before that date and will be announced in the next issue.

So, make sure you claim your chance to win this excellent prize, complete your entry and 
return it to us by 31st July 2017 to be in with your chance to win.  And please give us an 
opportunity to say thank you to you for your support.

We can’t wait to hear from you.

Flor and John’s grandfather Florence was an 
entrepreneurial farmer who was ahead of his time.  
A very progressive nursery business was one of his 
many ventures.



her own name over the door.  And 
that was that.  McCarthy + Co. was 
born.

After obtaining her professional 
qualification, the delicatessen 
was converted to offices and Ann 
hung out her shingle and opened 
her door as a solicitor in practice 
for herself in 1987.  It was a brave 
move for Ann to venture forth on 
her own at the time.  The safe and 
easy thing to do might have been 
to find a part time position with an 
established firm, but doing things 
the easy way wasn’t Ann’s style and 
she wasn’t doing this just to fit into 
someone else’s agenda.  Caring 
for and helping her own clients 
in her own inimitable way was 
important to Ann and that is why 
she founded McCarthy + Co as her 
own business from the start.  Those 
caring family values continue to 
be at the core of our vision for the 
practice today.

In 1989 Joe’s father Florence 
sadly died and the insurance 
business that bore his name which 
he had run up to this death had no 
one to take it over.  As Ann was 
newly in business at this time, 
and had an enjoyed a wonderful 
relationship with her father-in-
law as long as she had known him, 
she decided to give it a go and F.P. 
McCarthy & Co. moved from 
the family farm to 10 Ashe Street 
where Ann ran it for many years 
alongside her solicitor’s practice.

Of course she and Joe continued 

to raise their young family while all 
this was going on.  And just as Joe’s 
legal practice influenced Ann, their 
children also became interested in 
the law by virtue of their parents’ 
example.  Flor started his journey 
to be a solicitor in practice in 
Dublin in 1995 and later came 
to join Ann in McCarthy + Co. 
in 2000.  John joined the firm in 
2004 after also having a number of 
years in practice in Dublin learning 
his craft.  Indeed John and Flor’s 
brother Joseph also joined the firm 
for a number of years before going 
off to pursue other opportunities in 
law. 

The family firm that Ann 
founded 30 years ago has grown 
steadily over that time with many 
new family members having joined 
in the meantime. Flor’s wife Mags 
joined the team as the firm’s office 
manager and financial controller in 
2003.  And of course that growth 
has not been limited to direct 
members of the McCarthy family, 
naturally the team has grown 
to include all of the wonderful 
people who have come to work 
here over the years each of whom 
have become part of and have 
added to the firm family.  Liam 
Crowley and Deirdre O’Donovan 
joined us 2013.  Emma Walsh and 
Emer O’Regan joined us in 2016 
and Cliodhna O’Regan and Anne 
Marie McSweeney joined us in 
2017.

Of course the people who 
work here in McCarthy + Co. 
are important to us, but they are 
only part of the picture.  The most 
important people in this business 
are the people that we serve, in 
particular, you, our client.  And 
since the very early days when 
Ann set out to establish her own 
independent legal business on her 
own terms, it is you, our client, 
who has been the reason we exist 
and the very heart of the wider 
McCarthy + Co. family.  

Ann started up McCarthy + 
Co. from nothing in 1987 as a 
very small and personal business 
because she wanted to help people 

McCarthy + Co. wasn’t Ann’s first business 
venture.  Before establishing a solicitor’s practice 
she ran a successful coffee shop and deli at 10 Ashe 
Street.  Coffee is everywhere today, it wasn’t in 
1980!

By the time Flor received his parchment as a 
solicitor in 1998 he had met Mags.  They were 
married a year later and Mags is now also a key 
member of the family team here at McCarthy + Co.

Flor’s introduction to Clonakilty District 
Court featured in a lovely piece in the 
Southern Star at the time.

John with Joe and Ann at his conferring 
ceremony, looking as proud as Joe’s parents did 
over 30 years before.
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A Team  
Dedicated  

To You
Our team has grown and changed 

a lot over 30 years to what is now an 
exceptional group of people dedicated 
to helping you.

Our vision is to be Ireland’s leading 
personal injury and medical negligence 
solicitors by helping genuine people 
who have been seriously injured by the 
lack of care of others to get fairness 
and the best outcomes for them so that 
they can recover and move on with 
their lives, without worry or hassle and 
while enjoying an exceptional customer 
experience from a friendly and highly 
reputable family team of specialists.

John 
McCArThY  
Litigation 
Partner 
 John leads our 
litigation team 
and is a nationally 
recognised expert in 
personal injury and 
medical negligence 

litigation and works exclusively in this area.  He is the author 
of many specialist books in about personal injury or medical 
negligence matters. 

EMMA 
WAlsh  
Customer 
serviCe 
sPeCiaList LegaL 
exeCutive 
 Emma is queen 
of front of house and 
the first member of 
the team you’re likely 
to meet when you 

get in touch.  Emma also works with Liam in the litigation 
team.

ClioDhnA 
o’rEgAn 
assoCiate 
ConveyanCing 
and  
Probate 
soLiCitor 
 Cliodhna 
is a specialist 
conveyancing and 
probate solicitor with 

extensive experience in her field.  She is passionate about 
getting the results that are most important for you in your 
situation.

MAgs 
McCArThY 
FinanCiaL 
ControLLer 
 Mags is the 
woman in charge 
of the books at 
McCarthy + Co. and 
is passionate about 
making sure that we 

honour the trust that you place in us when you chose to deal 
with us.

Flor 
McCArThY 
managing 
Partner 
 Flor is in charge of 
making sure that your 
overall experience 
with us meets the 
very high standards 
we set for ourselves.  

So, if there’s ever a problem, the buck ultimately stops with 
Flor and he’s here for you to make sure it gets sorted.

AnnE MAriE 
McsWEEnEY  
Litigation 
sPeCiaList LegaL 
exeCutive 
 Anne Marie is a 
natural at client care 
and in making sure 
that we understand 
what is important 
for you.  Anne Marie 

works with Deirdre and John in the litigation team.

EMEr 
o’rEgAn  
ConveyanCing 
and  
Probate 
sPeCiaList LegaL 
exeCutive

 Emer is an expert 
in customer service 
and is passionate 
about making sure 

your experience with us is everything it should be.  Emer 
works with Cliodhna in the conveyancing and probate team

DEirDrE 
o’DonovAn  
Litigation 
sPeCiaList LegaL 
exeCutive 
 Deidre works 
with John in leading 
in the litigation 
support team.  
Deirdre is passionate 
about ensuring that 

you get the extraordinary client care experience that we 
believe that you deserve from our entire team. 

liAM 
CroWlEY  
assoCiate 
Litigation 
soLiCitor 

  Liam is a 
specialist personal 
injury and medical 
negligence solicitor 
with extensive 

experience in ensuring that you get the best outcome 
possible in your circumstances.

A Friendly, Family Team of Specialists  
Helping Genuine People To Get Fairness

We would be happy to send any of our books and information to you or anyone you know with our compliments.  
Just get in touch with one of the team or visit www.mccarthy.ie anytime.  We’re always here for you.



she really cared about, people like 
you.  She started with the caring 
instinct and capacity for hard work 
that she brought with her from her 
nursing career.  She added to that 
the exceptional customer service 
standards she’d come to expect 
from the her experience in the 
golden age of transatlantic airline 
travel.  She came to the business as 
a serial entrepreneur, from multiple 
careers all driven by a one thing 
above all, a passion for caring for 
and serving people.  

And while she brought many 
important values to the business 
from her own rich and varied life 
experience, what really drove Ann 
to start McCarthy + Co. was her 

belief in the need to stand up for 
those that are important to you and 
to insist on fairness for the people 
that you care about.  Each of these 
values remain at the core of our 
family business today; like the 
message in a stick of rock, running 
right down through the middle of 
everything that we do for you.

Thank you for being the most 
important part of our business, the 
reason why we exist and why our 
business continues here stronger 
than ever 30 years after Ann first 
started it; we look forward to 
having the opportunity to serve 
you and your family and friends for 
another 30 years to come.

McCarthy & Co., Solicitors
10 Ashe Street, Clonakilty, County Cork

Tel: 023 888 00 88   Email: news@mccarthy.ie.    
www.mccarthy.ie

This is the first photographic evidence that we 
have of a partners’ meeting.   The meeting was 
convened on the front lawn of the partners’ maternal 
grandparents’ house on a nice blanket.  The minutes 
of this meeting have not survived but Flor recalls 
noting in crayon that buns were to be served at all 
further meetings.  This has not happened!  John has 
since grown a fine head of hair and Flor has lost all 
of his…

Here are the partners on an early teambuilding 
camping trip.  Though one of the partners decided to 
travel in heavy disguise and will be difficult to spot.  
Arrgh! Avast me hearties! Where’s my parrot?

This story caught our eye from the 
archives of the Southern Star when 
researching this 30th Anniversary issue.  
it relates to a personal injury case that 
resulted from an accident that occurred in 
June 1955.  The defendant was Florence 
P. McCarthy, Garralacka, Flor and John’s 
paternal grandfather.  As you’ll have 
gleaned from the main piece F.P. was an 
entrepreneurial man who was way ahead 
of his time as a farmer in West Cork.  
And one of his ventures was agricultural 
contracting.  unfortunately, there was 
accident in the course of the business and 
one of the employees, Timothy Hennessy 
injured his leg in a mowing machine.  
As you’ll have gathered F.P. was a man 
who knew the insurance business well 
and knew what it was there for.  Flor and 
John’s father Joe recalls that his father 
F.P. approved of the court case and was 
happy that Timothy had pursued it to get 
what he was rightfully entitled to.  you 
will see from the report that Timothy 
was eager to return to work for F.P and 
indeed was very welcome to do so.  it 
would be nice if all employers took a 
similarly enlightened approach today 
and, when accidents occurred, took care 
to see that their employees got what 
they were entitled to.  it’s interesting 
to note that this accident happened in 
1955 and the case report is 1959.  So 
delays in the court system are nothing 
new.  The settlement of £1,400 would be 
worth about €37,000 today.  unless the 
claimants are under 18, settlements of this 
nature do not generally have to be heard 
before the Court for approval as was 
clearly the case then from this report.

This publication is intended as general 
educational information only.  While 
every care is taken in its preparation, 
you accept it on the understanding that 
this publication is not legal or other 
professional advice and does not give rise 
to any professional relationship with you.

if you wish to change your address or 
delete your name from our mailing list 
simply call Deirdre on 023 888 00 88 or 
email info@mccarthy.ie. 


