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This is one 
simple change.
Switching your 
bank is another. 

It’s never been easier to switch from 
one bank to another. And with a wide 
range of providers to choose from, 
it’s worth shopping around to find the 
right one for you. If you fancy a change,
you’ll find it surprisingly simple.

                    

Bank of Ireland is regulated by the Central Bank of Ir

 

egulated by the Central Bank of Ireland.

  

Pupils from St Joseph’s Girls’ National School in Clonakilty raised the astonishing sum of €4,200 for Daffodil Day. Photo shows – back, from left – Mia
Saunders, Lena Wiwatowska, Laura O'Mahony in their Mad Hair and PJs for Daffodil Day. Front: Deirdre O'Sullivan and Anna Ferguson with their chocolate
fruit and ‘Pancake Pandemonium’ treats.

Clon girls’ school raises
€4,200 for Daffodil Day
BY ÁILÍN QUINLAN

FROM ‘Pancake Pandemoni-
um’ to ‘Coppers for Cancer,’ it
was all systems go for the Clon-
akilty schoolgirls and their
teachers who raised an eye-wa-
tering €4,200 for Daffodil Day
through a series of imaginative
initiatives.

For most of us, Daffodil Day
took place  on March 28th, but
for St Joseph’s Girls National
School the work began as far
back as last September.
Fundraising started almost as
soon as the school opened fol-
lowing the summer holidays,

says principal Adrienne
Downes.

One of their first event was a
hugely-successful Coppers for
Cancer drive, which attracted
strong public support: ‘People
dropped in bundles of coppers
for the Coppers for Cancer,’ re-
calls Ms Downes, who along
with several staff members,
helped make batter and flip
pancakes for another big event,
‘Pancake Pandemonium Day,’
during which each child
brought a donation and got to
enjoy a home-made pancake. 

A number of staff donned
their aprons for a fund-raising

Come Dine with Me event in
aid of Daffodil Day – the meal
was cooked at home and served
to staff at the school. Pupils also
participated in a ‘Mad Hair
Day,’ enjoyed a chocolate foun-
tain and a sponsored ‘Rea-
dathon,’ as well as a talent com-
petition which featured
everything from piano recitals
to solo and group performanc-
es.

‘The sum total collected by
the girls and their teachers is
€4,200, which is an astonish-
ing amount of money,’ Ms
Downes said, adding that she
wished to pay tribute to par-

ents, grandparents and mem-
bers of the public who support-
ed each of the events. 

Participated
‘One way or another, every

child took part – they either
participated in an event like
Mad Hair Day or collected
money  or fund-raised,’ she
added. ’We also had a Choco-
late Fountain Day – they really
enjoyed that and we temporar-
ily suspended our Healthy Eat-
ing Day that day in support of
Daffodil Day,’ she quipped.

Between them, says Daffodil
Day co-ordinator for Clon-

akilty,  Liz O’Regan, schools  in
the Clonakilty area raised in the
region of €10,000 for what is
one of Ireland’s biggest fund-
raising events.

One of those, the town’s
Scoil na mBuachailli, raised
more than €2,000 for Daffodil
Day through a series of initia-
tives including Bob-a-Job,
sponsored haircuts and
hairdyes and a No Uniform
Day. ’We are always very sup-
portive of Daffodil Day and the
boys also get involved very
deeply one way or the other,’
said principal Barth Harring-
ton.

Senior students at Derryclough National School proudly display their projects and models, as well as the prizes they have
won as part of the Cork Heritage in Schools 'Local History Project' with the school principal, Teresa Holland.

(Photo: Murray Tidmarsh)

Heritage prizes for Derryclough 
BY JACKIE KEOGH

THEIR week started off well
when the students at Der-
ryclough National School near
Drinagh won the prize for the
best school float in the St
Patrick’s Day parade in Dun-
manway.

‘That was fun,’ said Teresa
Holland, the school principal.
‘The children, teachers and
parents put a lot of work into
creating the float that featured
a little green tractor pulling
Noah’s ark.’

The chairman of the board of
management, Con
O’Donoghue, kindly lent them
the tractor and the boat, which
was decorated with flags and
streamers and a whole host of
attendant animals.

Voucher
The prize – a €30 voucher

for a shop in Dunmanway – will
be used to buy goodies for the
next school party, which should
be any day now given that the
students will be looking to cel-
ebrate the fact that they went
on that week to win three

prizes for their local history
projects in the Cork Heritage in
Schools competition.

The senior class won the first
of the three prizes for their
project on the history of Dri-
nagh Co-operative. The princi-
pal said: ‘The students re-
searched the development of
the co-operative from the year
1923, when a group of 13 men –
led by Fr Crowley – established
the co-op with a staff of just
four people.’

Today, the co-op boasts a
staff of 200 and 610 producers.
As part of their research, the
students visited Drinagh Co-op
where the chief executive offi-
cer, Mr Joe O’Sullivan, met
them and told them all about its
history.

The children enjoyed a tour
of the mill and got to see it in
operation. They even got to sit
in the big boardroom. And it
gave them a better under-
standing of the workings of the
co-op, as well as an insight into
its early days.

Afterwards, in school, the
children under the supervision
of the principal, Teresa Hol-

land, got to make their own
butter and scones for an old-
fashioned tea party. 

They also examined coins,
lamps, churns, and stories that
were written by other pupils
from Derryclough School in
1938, which was part of their
project for the then Folklore
Commission.

The children also made a
film, recreating a day in the life
of a Drinagh lorry driver using
Lego buildings and toy animals
– for which they were rewarded
with second prize in their class
category.

Caheragh project
The other project that did

well in the Cork Heritage in
Schools competition was com-
piled by Gerard Keohane. His
project on the history of Ca-
heragh Church and his fami-
ly’s connections with the
church down through the years
was very well received.

Gerard’s dad was the first
baby baptised in the church
and his grandparents bought
and lived in what used to be the
priest’s house. 

To this day, Gerard’s uncle
and his family live in the house
and there is still a stained glass
window in what used to be the
mass room. Gerard was re-
warded with first prize for his
project in the individual cate-
gory for fourth class.

The third project, also in the
individual category, was com-
piled by Susan McCarthy. She
did a project on her granddad,
who is 94 years old and a very
interesting character. 

Susan loves to listen to his
stories and has developed a
passion for history as a result.
Susan’s project demonstrated
that they have an amazing col-
lection of items of historical in-
terest around their house and
farm, ranging from a mass rock
and souterrains, to old ma-
chinery and tools. 

Everything has its own story:
for example, the souterrains
were discovered when Susan’s
great-granduncle was out
ploughing and his horse fell
into a hole! Susan got a well-de-
served first prize for her project
in the fifth- and sixth-class cat-
egory.

Jim Daly, TD, speaking at the launch of ‘Make Your Claim,’ watched by John McCarthy, 
author of the book, and Flor McCarthy, managing partner, McCarthy & Co, Solicitors, 
Clonakilty.                                                                                                                                                           (Photo: Dermot Sullivan)

Clonakilty solicitor
launches new book
BY JACKIE KEOGH

THE father, Joe, is a solicitor.
The mother, Anne, is a solicitor.
The eldest son, Flor, is a solici-
tor. Another son, John, is a so-
licitor. Joseph too is a solicitor.
It’s only Paul that moved away
from the law, swapping a life
lived as a barrister for a life
lived teaching.

The head of this law-abiding
family, Joe, successfully prac-
ticed with Wolfe & Company
in Skibbereen, but it was the
matriarch, Anne, who after
working as an air hostess, a
nurse and running a deli-
catessen in Clonakilty, that de-
cided to back to college to study
law by night and subsequently
serve her apprenticeship with
Ray Hennessy in Bantry.

The boys were just teenagers
when Anne opened up her own
law firm at Ashe Street in Clon-
akilty and one by one the chick-
ens came home to roost: Flor in
the year 2000; John in 2004
and Joseph in 2012.

Each of the aforementioned

McCarthys were gathered with
even more family members,
friends, neighbours and clients
in The Winery in Clonakilty,
last Thursday night, for the
launch of John McCarthy’s
book, ‘Make Your Claim: A
Consumer’s Guide to the In-
juries Board,’ by the Fine Gael
TD, Jim Daly.

Altruistic offering
This new consumer guide is

designed to help accident vic-
tims facing claims for personal
injuries deal with the Injuries
Board and the TD said: ‘It could
be viewed as being a typically
altruistic offering from the
award-winning firm of Mc-
Carthy & Co Solicitors.'

John, who specialises in per-
sonal injury law, was moved to
write the book because he
found the dramatic reforms in
the way people are obliged to
make claims to be ‘anti-
claimant in nature.’ Another
reason for writing the book
was, he said, to create ‘a plat-
form for reform,’ something

that would ‘contribute to a de-
bate.’

Jim Daly paid tribute to John
for writing a book that is easy to
understand and offers a clear
step-by-step explanation of
what is involved in making a
claim. He said the book actual-
ly demystifies what can often
seem like a daunting process. 

He said it answers many of
the questions most frequently
asked by claimants and helps
them to understand how the
system really works. But, on a
more personal note, Jim de-
scribed John as ‘a constant
champion of the rights of the
consumer’ and he paid tribute
to him for ‘correctly highlight-
ing the potential pitfalls for the
claimant.’

‘Make Your Claim: A Con-
sumer’s Guide to the Injuries
Board’ costs €14.97 and is avail-
able directly from www.makey-
ourclaim.ie or on www.ama-
zon.co.uk and from selected
bookshops.
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